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Rosa stood up beside Robert on the steps and
laid her hand on his arm, "Do you?5* she asked.
"Do you love me very much, Robert?"
"You know I do/'
"Enough to do what I ask you?"
"Ask me anything/'
"Will you marry me, Robert?"
"Of course I will," said Robert doubtfully,
with the thought of his father at the back of his
mind.
"Now?"
"Now? Why now? Why not wait till I get
work?"
"I'm going to have a baby," said Rosa.
He nodded. "I thought you were, but you
can't do that, you know."
"I must, and I want you to help me. Bob/'
"But Rosa," he took her by her elbows which
were cold in his hands. "Rosa," he shook her
gently, for she seemed not to hear him, to notice
him, "I can't let you have a baby. Stephen's baby.
I should hate it."
"You wouldn't. You think you would but you
wouldn't when it was there. You'd like it. You
like babies. Remember how you helped with the
Mascarenes's baby."
"That's different, and what would we do with
it? You don't know anything about them; besides,
they're very expensive. Don't you understand, it
will be difficult enough without that. We haven't
any money Rosa, we can't get any, just our bare
living if we're lucky, something more if we're